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United  States  exports  of  nitrogen  con*- 
taining  fertilizers  during  the  months  of 
January,  February,  March,  April  and 
May  1977,  totaled  438,086  content  tons. 
This  represents  a  decrease  of  9.1  percent 
in  the  expert  trade  in  these  commodities 
from  the  comparable  period  of  1976, 
when  482,005  content  tons  were  exported. 

Imports  of  nitrogen  containing  fer¬ 
tilizers  during  the  January  through  May 
period  increased  67  percent  over  the  im¬ 
port  level  of  the  comparable  five  months 
in  1976.  Total  U.S.  imports  of  nitrogen 
containing  fertilizers  during  January 
through  May  1977  amounted  to  970,679 
content  tons.  This  compares  with  im¬ 
ports  during  January  through  May 
1976,  of  579,434  content  tons. 

Ammonium  phosprtiate  was  the  nitro¬ 
gen  containing  fertilizer  material  ex¬ 
ported  in  the  largest  quantity  during  the 
five  months  considered  in  this  report.  In 
the  January  through  May  period,  1,270,- 
783  short  tons  of  ammonium  phosphate 
were  shipped  abroad.  This  was  an  in¬ 
crease  of  256,149  short  tons,  or  slightly 
more  than  25  percent,  above  the  1,014,634 
short  tons  of  ammonium  i^o^^ate  ex¬ 
ported  during  the  first  five  mmiths  of 
1976.  Exports  of  anhydrous  ammonia 
during  the  first  five  months  of  1977,  also 
exceeded  the  export  level  for  the  same 
period  in  1976.  This  year,  137,226  short 
tons  of  anhydrous  ammonia  were  ex¬ 
ported  during  January  through  May,  an 
increase  of  12,911  short  tons,  or  slightly 
more  than  10  percent  above  the  com¬ 
parable  five  months’  exports  in  1976,  of 
124,315  short  tons.  Exports  all  the 
other  nitrogen  containing  fertilizer  com¬ 
modities  under  monitoring  declined  fnHn 
1976  levels.  The  1977  ammcmium  nitrate 
exports  of  5,849  short  tons  through  May 
were  13  percoit  less  than  the  6,609  short 
tons  shipF>ed  abroad  during  January 
through  May  1976.  Urea  exports  of 
125,578  short  tons  for  the  first  five 
months  of  this  year,  were  51  percent  be¬ 
low  the  1976  level  of  256,748  short  tons. 
Exports  of  mixed  fertilizers  totaling 
87,360  short  tons  fell  28  percent  from  the 
previous  year’s  level  (rf  121,845  short 
tons;  while  ammonium  sulfate  exports  of 
138,253  short  tons  during  the  first  five 
months  of  this  year  were  51.5  percent 
lower  than  the  285,419  short  tons  shh>ped 


abroad  during  January  through  May 

1976. 

Of  the  nitrogen  containing  fertilizer 
materials  imported,  the  commodity  ob¬ 
tained  in  the  greatest  quantity  during 
the  five  months  of  January  through  May, 

1977,  was  urea.  A  total  of  840,123  short 
tons  of  this  commodity  was  imported 
this  year,  an  increase  of  231  percent  over 
the  253,645  short  tons  of  urea  imported 
during  the  same  five  months  of  1976. 
This  exceptionally  large  increase  in  urea 
imports  may  have  resulted  from  orders 
placed  by  apprehensive  buyers  during 
the  cold  spell  of  December  and  January, 
when  severe  cutbacks  in  the  production 
of  ammonia  were  anticipated  as  the  re¬ 
sult  of  natural  gas  curtailments.  Because 
the  severe  cold  spell  did  not  last  beyond 
February,  and  new  ammonia  plant  pro¬ 
duction  has  offset  last  winter’s  curtailed 
output,  imports  of  urea  may  decrease  to 
more  historic  levels  in  forthcoming 
months.  Anhydrous  ammonia  was  the 
nitrogen  containing  fertilizer  imported 
in  the  second  largest  quantity  in  the 
January  through  May  period.  The  477,- 
322  short  tons  of  anhydrous  ammonia 
imported  during  these  five  months  rep¬ 
resented  a  152,836  short  ton  increase 
over  the  324,486  short  tons  imported  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  five  months  a  year  earlier. 

At  the  end  of  May,  1977,  contracts  for 
the  export  of  nitrogen  containing  fer¬ 
tilizer  materials  through  the  end  of  1977 
were  slightly  less  than  the  quantity  Com¬ 
mitted  for  export  at  the  end  of  May, 
1976.  In  May  1977,  total  export  con¬ 
tracts  for  nitrogenous  fertilizers  for  the 
remainder  of  the  calendar  year  were 
151,759  content  tons.  In  May  1976,  ex¬ 
port  contracts  for  the  rest  of  1976  totaled 
188,151  content  tons.  However,  by  the 
end  of  December  1977,  actual  total  ex¬ 
ports  will  undoubtedly  exceed  the  151,- 
759  content  tons  now  under  contract, 
as  spot  sales,  which  have  always  con¬ 
stituted  a  large  part  of  the  export  trade 
in  these  commodities,  are  not  reflected 
in  this  contract  figure. 

Despite  some  production  losses  in  Jan¬ 
uary  and  February  due  to  severe  winter 
weather  and  natural  gas  curtailment, 
production  during  March,  April  and  May 
was  sufficiently  above  the  previous  year’s 
level  to  raise  total  production  of  nitrogen 
containing  fertilizer  materials  during  the 
January-May  period  covered  by  this  re¬ 
port  to  slightly  over  the  total  for  the 
same  five  month  interval  a  year  earlier. 
Anhydrous  ammonia  production  was 
6,949  short  tons  d'lring  the  first  five 
months  of  1977,  whereas  during  the  same 
period  of  1976  it  had  totaled  6,863  short 
tons.  Urea  production  was  neariy  identi¬ 


cal  in  both  1976  and  1977:  1,720  short 
tons  the  first  five  months  of  this  year; 
1,702  short  tons  in  1976.  During  the  first 
five  months  of  1977,  there  was  a  10  per¬ 
cent  increase  in  the  output  of  ammonium 
nitrate  over  the  prec^ng  year:  3,262 
short  tons  were  produced  in  January- 
May  1977,  compared  to  production  of 
2,9*72  short  tons  in  the  like  period  a  year 
earlier.  During  the  first  five  months  of 
1977,  €unmonium  phosphate  production 
also  increased  13  percent  over  the  com¬ 
parable  period  of  1976,  reaching  4,067 
short  tons  compared  to  the  1976  output 
of  3,577  short  tons. 

At  the  end  of  the  reporting  period,  it 
was  evident  that  there  would  be  an  ade¬ 
quate  world  supply  of  nitrogen  contain¬ 
ing  fertilizers  during  the  crop  year  end¬ 
ing  June  30,  1977,  and  based  on  current 
projections,  for  the  next  two  or  three 
crop  years.  About  3  million  tons  of  new 
anhydrous  ammonia  capacity  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  become  operational  in  1977,  and. 
in  1978,  another  2.8  million  tons  of  ca¬ 
pacity  is  scheduled  to  come  on-line. 
World  consumption  of  nitrogen  for  the 
1976  crop  year  is  estimated  to  have 
totaled  46.5  million  tons  of  nutrient. 
While  world  consumption  is  expected  to 
increase  by  about  7  percent  in  the  com¬ 
ing  year,  production  should  increase  by 
about  9  percent. 

Producers’  prices  for  anhydroiis  am¬ 
monia  were  reduced  from  December’s 
level  of  $180-41$K)  per  ton.  to  January’s 
$120-$140  per  ton.  to  bring  the  produc¬ 
ers’  prices  more  in  line  with  actual  trans¬ 
action  prices  and  thereby  reduce  severe 
discounting.  Throughout  the  r«naining 
months  covered  in  this  r^x>rt,  the  posted 
producers’  prices  for  nitrogen  containing 
fertilizer  materials  remained  stable.  Ac¬ 
tually,  transactimi  prices  increased 
slightly  over  the  five  month  period.  Some 
of  this  increase  occurred  because  of  fears 
generated  by  the  mid-winter  cold  spell 
that  natural  gas  curtailments,  with  a 
(xmsequent  loss  of  ammonia  production, 
would  persist.  However,  as  this  threat 
proved  short-lived,  transaction  price  in¬ 
creases  were  minor  and  temporary,  and 
were  never  reflected  in  the  posted  pro¬ 
ducers’  prices. 

Tables  of  exports,  imports,  inventories, 
domestic  production  and  prices  follow:  * 


^  World  supply  and  demand  data  are  not 
available  on  a  monthly  basis.  More  extensive 
data  on  world  supply  and  demand  than  that 
contained  herein  will  be  Included  In  the 
Semi-Annual  Report  to  Congreaa  on  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  Ofllce  of  Export  Administration 
covering  the  period  ending  with  the  third 
quarter  of  1977. 
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TABLE  5 

Producers'  Inventories  of  fertilizer  Materials  Containing  Nitrogen 
(short  tons) 
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8.  Stanley  Katz, 
Acting  Assistant  Secretary 
for  Domestic  and  International  Business. 


